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Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

Sin 

In response to the Office Action mailed September 18, 2001, please amend the above- 
Identified application as follows: 

IN THE CLAIMS: 

lease cancel claims 1-3, 9-11, 13, 20-23 and 26-29 without prejudice or disclaimer, 
lease add new claims 32~45: 



32. An isolated mannanase, which i 

(a) a polypeptide encoded by the mannanase enzyme encoding part of the DNA 
sequence cloned into the plasrmd present In Escherichia coli DSM 12197, or 

(b) a polypeptide comprising an amino acid sequence of residues 31-330 of SEQ ID 
NO:2, or 

(c) a polype ptide enco ded by the DNA sequence of nucleotides 91-990 or 91-1470 of 
SEQIDNO:1 f or \ 

(d) an analogue of the\polypteptfde defined in (a) or (b) which Is at least 80% 
homologous with said polypeptide. 



33. The mannanase of clalmj32>wKich is obtained from a Bacillus strain. 



